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Cyngor Cymuned  Llanarmon yn Iâl Community Council 

4th November 2021 Canolfan Dewi Sant and Via Zoom 7pm Ordinary Council Meeting  

 

1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Paul Burkhill (Chair), Martyn Holland, Darren Pollard, Susan Jones, Brian Jones, Rod 

Elms, May Kingsley-Williams,Norma Wright (Clerk). Apologies:, Dave White (ill health), Joy Enston (no apology) 

A minute’s silence was held in memory of Cllr. Gill Nash who died in October. Councillors praised her work on the 

community council since 2004 and her involvement in the community. Gill will be greatly missed. 

 

2. Darren Millar Member of the Welsh Parliament for Clwyd West attended the meeting. He thanked Cllr Martyn 

Holland and Clerk for keeping him informed on local issues. He spoke about the unfortunate longer delays for 

operations and to see a G.P. within the struggling NHS, mainly due to Covid. Pleased to report that 17% of the Welsh 

population have had their 3rd jab.  

Spoke on the Climate Change Cop 26 being held in Glasgow: discussed the future of transport: AONB looking to gain 

National Park status, but agreed it will take years for the legislation.  

Welsh Government has funding for Ultrafast Fibre Internet connections in rural areas. Combined with the UK Gigabit 

Voucher Scheme, rural premises may receive funding of up to £3000 for residential or £7000 for business properties. 

Llanarmon will be the first exchange in Wales to gain super fast Full Fibre next generation broadband.  

Darren answered questions from councillors and the public; - on the problems of ‘Not Spots’ for broadband in certain 

areas; with expensive limited downloads. Graianrhyd has a problem of loss of telephone connections when only 

digital; as it is an area of poor 4g when needing emergency services. (All current copper cable based internet 

connections and telephony equipment will cease to work - being turned off in 2025). There is a requirement for 

telecom providers to provide a back up battery of at least 1 hour for all vulnerable customers who would be at risk in 

the event of a powercut and have no mobile service. Lack of notice being given from Open Reach when carrying out 

maintenance work causes much disruption. 

Darren was pleased to hear the Digital Officer for Denbighshire Phil Burrows, was supporting the community and had 

supplied M Holland with a list of local ‘White Premises’ (those that do not have access to broadband at over 30Mbps 

and there are no plans for it to be available within three years). Council thanked him for coming to the meeting. 

 

3. Declaration of Interest & Gifts: S Jones declared a family connection with planning application and took no part 

in the discussion 15/2021/1070 : Land adjacent to Bryn Tirion Village Road, Eryrys. 

 

4. Meeting Open to the Public and Press: (Zoom code available from the Clerk to join the meetings) 

Several members of the public attended to express their concerns regarding planning application 15/2021/ 1035. 

Dr Ivy Watts from White Oak Services attended. 

 

5. Reading & Confirmation of Minutes: The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 6th October 2021.  Prop. R Elms   

Sec: S Jones   Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council.   

6. Matters arising from those minutes not on the agenda: There is now a vacancy on the community council.    

Although there is only a short period left before the next elections. LCC are asking if electors in our community want   

an election: before co-opting a new member. Clerk will contact DCC. 

 

7. Graianrhyd & Llanarmon Playing Fields 

Good news! The Graianrhyd Playing Field now belongs to the community council for the cost of £1; plus valuations 

charges and both DCC and the community council’s solicitor fees. Action: Council resolved for the Chair, Vice and 

Clerk to sign the HM Land Registry transfer papers. Council thanked Gareth Bryan, once again for his detailed weekly 

H&S checks. The Village Playing Field Fund Raising Committee had a most successful Halloween dance. 

 

8. Planning: In respect of planning consultations Members should view the applications prior to the meeting on 

Denbighshire  County Council’s website:https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-

regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx 

 

15/2021/1028 Conversion of Chapel to form a holiday let accommodation unit and associated works. Salem Chapel 

Eryrys: Council felt that as this chapel came with no extra land, the complete lack of parking space on this narrow 

village road was an issue. Parking at a pinch-point in the village, could lead to possible problems,  for example with 

the snow ploughs.  

15/2021/1035 The Bungalow, Graianrhyd, Llanarmon Yn Ial. Erection of a garage to provide secure overnight 

storage for HGV. This garage application requires much more details.  

15/2021/1048 Pen Y Ffrith , Llanarmon Yn Ial.  Variation of condition no. 2 of planning permission code no. 

15/2018/0203 to allow amended design. No new observations.  
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15/2021/1035 The Bungalow, Graianrhyd, Llanarmon Yn Ial. Erection of a garage to provide secure overnight 

storage for HGV. This garage application requires much more details. Questions for further details will be sent to 

DCC Planning. Council concerned; Not Supported at this stage. 

15/2021/1070 Variation of condition no's 2 and 3 of outline planning permission code no. 15/2007/1065 to allow an 

extension of time for submission of reserved matters and the date of commencement. Land adjacent to Bryn Tirion 

Village Road, Eryrys. Council noted this is the thrid extension, having no objections to the planning; but the 

important need to continue to include the requested play area in the development; this should not be forgotten.  

15/2020/0988/ Ffynnon y Berth Llanarmon Road, Llanferres, Mold: Siting of a replacement static caravan for 

holiday accommodation use, formation of access track and associated works. No objection if caravan already has 

planning permission. 

 

9. CCTV: Committee M Holland, R Elms, D Pollard, B Jones. Councillors questioned if the outlay/continued 

expense warranted going ahead with the project at all. Action: The committee will meet two further companies, to 

gain information and quotations for comparison. Combitech Services on Tuesday 9th November, then CCTV 

Llandudno Services Tuesday 16th November. They will then try to meet again before the Council’s December 

meeting, in preparation to give their recommendations to the council.  

 

10. Adroddiad Cynghorwr /County Cllr Martyn Holland: attached report emailed directly to councillors. 

 

11. Finance & Accounts:  

a. Regulation 15(5) of the Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 requires that by 30th September 2021 

Llanarmon yn Ial Community Council publish its accounting statements for the year ended 31st March 2021 together 

with any certificates, opinion, or report issued, given or made by the Auditor General. The Accounting Statement in 

the form of an annual return has been published on the council’s website. The accounts are published before the 

conclusion of the audit. Due to the impact of COVID-19, the Auditor General has not yet issued an audit opinion. 

b. Finance Committee will meet to consider the Precept for 2022-2023, to advise the Council in December’s meeting. 

Bank statements signed; confirming internet/ card payments and balances.  

Council voted to authorise payments. 

Cheques:     897 £30.00  One Voice Wales (Clerk Finance Training)  LGA 1972 s111 

  898 £1,100.00 Canolfan Dewi Sant (Insurance don)  LGA1972 s111 

       899 £150.00  Ysgol Bro Famau (donation)   LGA 1976 s19 

  900 £50.00  CAB (donation)     LGA 1972 s142(2) 

  901 £150.00  Bethel cm Rhiwial (graveyard maintenance don) LGA 1972 s214 

902 £25.00  Alzheimer’s Society (donation)   LGA 2000ss1-5 Wales 

903 £300.00  Wales Air Ambulance (donation)  LGA 2000ss1-5 Wales 

904 £100.00  H&S weekly inspections/reports   LGA 1972 s19 

905 £25.00  Age Connects (donation)   LGA 2000ss1-5 Wales  

906 £25.00  Conway & Denbighshire Care & Repair (don) LGA2000ss1-5 Wales 

907 £50.00  The Royal British Legion (Poppy Wreath) LGA 1948 s133 

908 £478.41  Clerk Nov      LGA 1972 s112(1) 

909 £76.06  Bigblu (internet & extension)    LGA 2013 s55 Wales  

910 £112.17  Clerk computer repair, postage, travel, plants      LGA 1972 s111 

Debit Card       £54.00  SLCC Training seminar Wales   LGA 2013 s55 Wales 

   £35.98  Name2Net (Eryrys.com. Graianrhyd.com)  LGA 2013 s55 Wales 

Internet Banking £55.80  HMRC (income tax)     LGA 1972 s112(1) 

   £24.30  Jones &Graham (payroll)    LGA 1972 s112(1) 

   £648.00  DCC bin installed in Eryrys   Litter Act 1983 s5,6 

 

12.  Website: Council thanked Kevin Patterson for continuing to install information. 

 

13. General Maintenance & Risk Assessments: 

a. Council agreed the details of winter maintenance required for the community by White Oak Services. Clerk 

continues to gain quotes for the maintenance work; including the painting of the railings and gates at Dewi Sant. Both 

Graianrhyd and Eryrys kiosks are well used, so many books are continually being donated. There is a need for shelves 

to be fitted in both kiosks. As soon as the weather allows the overflow field at Maes y Droell cemetery will be cut, and 

both Llanarmon and Eryrys bus shelters will be attended to. 

b. Raven Signs: Council were disappointed that the Raven Committee had not yet installed the two signs purchased 

asking people not to park at the junction. Action: Pub will be asked to fix them on the wall, or return them. 
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c. Speed awareness camera:  Following the site meeting on 15th Oct in Eryrys, with Councillors and Ben Wilcox- 

Jones DCC Highways, it was confirmed that the LCC funded flashing speed sign will be installed, in Eryrys.  

As the residents felt that many cars are exceeding the speed limit on a narrow village road.  It will record the speed of 

all vehicles travelling through the village. Action: Council resolved for the Chair to sign the agreed contract for 

purchase. 

d. Councillors’ Risk Assessments received  from P Burkhill, M Holland.  

Headstones: Another family in St Garmon had been contacted, confirming their family headstone will be attended to. 

Action: Council agreed the unsafe remaining memorials in St Garmon’s and Maes y Droell will now be laid down for 

safety. 

e. Additional Tree Purchasing: Councillors agreed to take advice on sourcing and costing of native trees to be 

purchased and planted. 

f. Defibrillator: D Pollard had sent his monthly check for the Eryrys defibrillator. Clerk called into the Llanarmon 

Community Shop to check there were no problems reported with the defibrillator; unfortunately the record book could 

not be found. Clerk had checked Graianrhyd’s machine. 

 

14. Dates Meetings/ Training or Events: Clerk sends the list of online training available. 

1. Clerk attending 17th Nov 10am -4pm Regional Training Seminar. 

2. Council thanked M Holland for offering to lay the Council’s Remembrance Day Wreath at the service. 

 

15. Reports from Representatives & Councillors: 

a. Quarry Liaison Representatives: A meeting with the Craig Quarry Manager was requested. 

b. One Voice Wales - R Elms: no meetings held. 

c. Canolfan Dewi Sant – D Pollard: Boiler issues have now been sorted and the insurance has been paid  

d. Bonfire Night – R Elms: The firework display and bonfire event will take place, tomorrow Friday 5th Nov at 

6.30pm. More volunteers are needed to help on the night. M Holland & R Elms had carried out the H&S 

requirements; and the Police and insurance company have been informed. 

 

16. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Council agreed all emails are previously forwarded:   

1. WAG Minister for Finance & Local Government is launching a six week consultation on the next set of general 

regulations –the Corporate Joint Committee (General) (Wales) Regulations 2022.  

 

2. Celebration for anniversary of Offa’s Dyke Path: A walk to showcase Denbighshire’s section of a national 

walking route had taken place to celebrate its 50th anniversary. Ken Robinson, from Eryrys, a volunteer helps 

maintain the path, he stated it was a privilege to be able to volunteer in such a beautiful part of Wales.. The Offa’s 

Dyke Path is a 177 mile walking trail; which includes portions of the Dyke King Offa ordered to be constructed in the 

8th century. It was opened in the summer of 1971 and links Sedbury Cliffs near Chepstow with Prestatyn. 

 

17. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillors Attention:  

1. No update yet from DCC, who incorrectly installed the road-name sign ‘Old School Road’, where it should be 

‘School Road’ in Eryrys; as they are two different roads. 

2. Question about the positioning of the newly installed finger post in Eryrys; which hasn’t had a sign attached yet.  

3. Complaint that the reported cars not taxed or insured; which should not be kept on the public highway are still 

parked on Eryrys village roads.  

4. Councillors reported there are still potholes around Graianrhyd; yet again complaining that the poor quality of rural 

road maintenance is very concerning.  

5. Culverts and gullies have been cleared, but there remains many still blocked in Graianrhyd. Missing white lines at 

road junctions are causing problems.  

Council appreciated that both S Jones and M Holland continually report conditions directly to DCC 

18.  Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair.   The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 

1st December 7pm-9pm. in person (if Covid restrictions allow) at Canolfan Dewi Sant, Eryrys and via zoom with a 

telephone connection available.    5th January meeting will be held only via zoom at 7.30pm    

Meeting ended   8.55pm. 

Signed………................................................ dated....... 
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M Holland Report  

 1) Reported concerns about the speed of tractors in the village; some of this is to do with the size and height of the 

new tractors which gives the impression that they are travelling a lot faster than a normal vehicle. But there is also a 

new generation of farm vehicle drivers and twenty is plenty in our villages.  

2) We have held a site visit with Ben Wilcox Jones from the DCC Highways team re the installation of a flashing 

speed sign in Eryrys. Although the statistics do not imply there is an issue with speed through the village the residents 

feel that many cars are exceeding the speed limit in what is a narrow road and cross roads. 

With WAG considering a new 20 mph limit through all villages he has agreed to support our request for a flashing 

sign. It does not record registration numbers but it will record the speed of all vehicles travelling through the village. 

 

3) Sadly someone has removed the Community Councils speed sign on the Llandegla road. Twice it was dumped in 

the ditch and this time it has been removed all together. The stretch of the road between the sewerage works and the 

Church does not have a speed limit but it is narrow and used by children going to the park. It is sad that there is 

someone in our community who feels the need to remove our sign which was only encouraging people to slow down. 

 

4) The flashing speed signs in Graianrhyd are both now working. 

 

5) The dog poo bin in Mill Lane was overflowing, the refuse collection team  has now emptied it.  

 

6) I  was in the garden and could hear a house Alarm ringing. I contacted the owners and met them to help switch it 

off. An alarm engineer should have now visited the site to reinstate it. Apparently it had been sounding on and off for 

four weeks or more. 

 

7) I have asked that Lon Graianrhyd be added to the list of roads that need resurfacing. 

 

8) As a result of the public participation in last months Community Council Meeting I have asked the County to 

contact the land owners who live along the B5430 from the Old School in Graianrhyd to the Treuddyn Junction with 

the A5104 to request that they cut back the hedges and trees to improve road safety.  

I have also received a copy of the Graig Quarry planning conditions which covers such things as the washing of 

wheels before trucks leave the quarry and the fact that all loads should be sheeted to stop the dust. 

 

9) Finally I am sad to report the passing of Cllr Gill Nash who had been a member of this council from 2012. She will 

be greatly missed because of her involvement in the Community and her Birmingham sense of humour. She was a 

member of the Mothers Union, the village wine tasting club, she helped organise the pensioners lunches in the Raven, 

she was instrumental in setting up both the ukulele and bodhran groups who met in the Raven and she participated in 

the monthly folk club also held in the Raven. For some years she sat on the Raven committee and ordering the wine 

was part of the responsibility. Gill did all this despite her failing eye sight and in the last two years her fight with 

cancer. Her funeral will be held at the Northop Crematorium on the 11th November at 1.00pm.She will be missed. 
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