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Cyngor Cymuned  Llanarmon yn Iâl Community Council 

6
th

 April 2022 Canolfan Dewi Sant and via Zoom 7.30pm Ordinary Community Council Meeting  

 

1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Paul Burkhill (Chair), Martyn Holland, Susan Jones, Dave White, Joy Enston, Rod 

Elms, Darren Pollard, May Kingsley-Williams Norma Wright (Clerk). Apologies:  Brian Jones (lambing) 

 

2. Meeting Open to the Public and Press: (Zoom code available from the Clerk to join the meetings). Dr Hugo 

Watts attended. Clerk’s email address to be used for council business is llanarmonclerk@yahoo.com 

 

3. Declaration of Interest & Gifts: none 

 

4. Council Annual Report 2021-2022: Following receipt of the internal auditor’s report on accounts  year ending 31
st
 

March 2022; the Annual Report was accepted and adopted Prop: P Burkhill Sec: D White 

 

5. Confirmation of Minutes: The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 2
nd

 March 2022.   

Prop. M Holland Sec: D White Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council.   

6. Matters arising from those minutes not on the agenda: none 

 

7. Adroddiad Cynghorwr /County Cllr Martyn Holland: A detailed final report was circulated to councillors and 

attached. Cllr Holland stated it had not been an easy decision, but he would not be standing for re-election in May; 

because he wanted to spend more time with his aging mother. He thanked the Clerk for her help and the many extra 

hours that she had worked. Councillors presented Martyn with a gift to say ‘Thank You’ in appreciation, for all his 

hard work, and dedication. With a small gift for Beryl his Mum for answering so many phone calls. Martyn will be 

extremely missed. D White stated that Martyn is, a man of his word, always following up on matters that he promised 

he would, and trying his best at all times for everyone who asked for his help. P Burkhill stated that Llanarmon 

Community were very privileged to have had Martyn as both County and Community Councillor. Today is Martyn’s 

birthday, the start of being an ‘official pensioner’, we hope he will enjoy this time and find new rewarding adventures.  

 

8. Graianrhyd Community Field & Llanarmon Playing Field: 

  Hopefully a new fund raising committee along with a new council after May, will be able to take forward the  

  refurbishing plans for both playing fields. Council gave permission for the local resident’s cricket team to practice    

  cricket within nets on the Llanarmon Field. Following sight of insurance cover, a risk assessment, confirmation of   

  attendance of a first aider and being aware they haven’t exclusivity to the field; as it is a community amenity.  

 

9. Planning: In respect of planning consultations Members should view the applications prior to the meeting on 

Denbighshire  County Council’s website:https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-

regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx 

15/2022/020 Cae’r Tair Chwaer, Graianrhyd; erection of an agricultural building. Council do not agree that this 

small holding warrants such this size and design of agricultural building. Not Supported. 

  

 

10. CCTV: MFS Systems had given a presentation on 9
th
 March to the Council. DCC Conservation Officer had 

confirmed that the installation of CCTV cameras on the community shop, being in the AONB village of Llanarmon 

were acceptable. Resolve: The quotation, quality of goods and service had been considered and accepted; the contract 

was awarded to MFS for Llanarmon. After the re-evaluation of both the equipment and if CCTV, is of value to the 

community; further cameras will be installed in Eryrys. 

 

11. Elections in May 2022 

Paul Burkhill stated that he has served on this Community Council for over 30 years, and Dave White for over 20 

years.  Rod Elms, Joy Enston, Brian Jones and May Williams all felt it is time to give other residents the chance to 

take over and become members. Paul thanked everyone for their time and commitment. We have a new unopposed 

County Councillor Mr. Terry Mendies for our Alyn Valley Ward. Llanarmon Community Council had only four 

people stand; so being unopposed they will automatically become councillors, at their first community meeting on 

11th May. There will be a public meeting on Wednesday 18th May 7.30pm – 8.30pm in Canolfan Dewi Sant, to have 

a chat and a cuppa! People young and old will be encouraged to consider being co-opted members.  

 

12. Finance & Accounts:   

a. Internal Audit Report stated 
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‘Audit opinion – Unqualified On the basis of my review, in my opinion no matters have come to my attention giving cause for 

concern that in any material respect, the information reported in this Annual Return: 

• has not been prepared in accordance with proper practices;• that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not 

been met;• is not consistent with the Council’s/Committee’s governance arrangements; and  

• that the Council/Committee does not have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its 

use of resources. Other matters arising and recommendations;- The Council has carried forward reserves of £36,548, compared 

to its annual precept of £22,440. The closing balances have been steadily increasing for a number of years. The LG Finance Act 

only allows the Council to set a precept to fund planned expenditure and requires it to take its reserves into account when setting 

the precept. To ensure that it sets a lawful precept, we recommend that the Council reviews its reserves and its plans to apply 

these reserves when setting its 2022-23 budget and precept. There are no further matters I wish to draw to the Council’s 

attention’ 

The Council had reviewed its budget, monitoring and controls of the accounts, with the carried forward reserves from 

31
st
 March 2021 and 2022. It was agreed (as stated in March meeting), that the closing balances had been steadily 

increasing; although the precept had not. This was the result of planned expenditure, and ear-marked reserves not 

being spent due to unforeseen Covid restrictions. Getting projects underway had been very difficult. Fund raising 

events for the playing fields – were not allowed. Gaining sufficient CCTV quotes from contractors to meet audit 

requirements, had taken a long time. LCC are waiting for legal/land registry invoices for Graianrhyd and Llanarmon 

land. The DCC had just not supplied the ordered Speed Awareness Camera. The dry stone walling workshop in Eryrys 

was postponed. Resolve: Action Plan- As Covid restrictions are reduced; this will enable the planned ear-marked 

carried forward reserves to be used, for the good of the community. Council had no desire to just accumulate funds 

when setting the precept. 

b. Asset Register valuations had been updated. Resolve: Council voted to adopt the updated register. 

c. A new bank mandate will be arranged in May. Resolve: Clerk will look around again for banks that do not have 

bank charges. Overall daily/ bill payments limits will remain at £5,000 

d. DCC had just confirmed they have ordered the new Speed Awareness Camera to be installed in Eryrys;  

e. The Fireworks Committee of volunteers and fund raisers felt it was time to end, along with their Chair and Founder 

Rod Elms. The Committee voted to donate now £100 to the Graianrhyd Playing Field Project and £400 to the 

Llanarmon Playing Field refurbishment. To keep £500 in the Fireworks account for 5 years for support if a new 

Committee should be formed. If no Fireworks Committee is formed then the remaining balance should all be divided 

between the two field’s projects. Resolve: The Council voted to accept the decision of the Fireworks Committee. They 

thanked all the volunteers for their time given and the great enjoyment over the years the fireworks displays had given 

to our community. The Clerk was instructed to transfer these amounts. The remaining money will be held in the 

account until the new council meet. Prop. R Elms Sec: M Kingsley-Williams. Council voted in agreement. 

f. Council voted to authorise the following payments schedule.  

Cheques: 920  £710.40  R Peters (fencing Llanarmon field) LGA 1976s19 

Debit Card       £136.04  Viking stationary    LGA 1972 s111 

   £25.91  Farm Food refreshments  LGA 1972 s111 

£112.00  SLCC  Membership   LGA 1972 s112 (1 

Internet Banking £524.64  Clerk April    LGA 1972 s112 (1) 

 £76.77  Bigblu (April) internet   LGA 2013 s55 Wales 

 £179.00             One Voice Wales Membership  LGA 1072 s112 (1) 

 £24.30  Jones & Graham payroll   LGA 1972 s111 

   £5.00  HSBC bank charges    LGA 1972 s111 

 

13. All Maintenance & Risk Assessments & Biodiversity Issues 

a. i. Clerk will gain quotes for the removal/ re-fitting after repainting gates and railings, at Dewi Sant graveyard. 

ii. White Oak Services had completed repairing the Eryrys kiosk. Quotation for the repairs to the Llanarmon shelter 

was requested and the painting of the Eryrys kiosk. 

iii. S Jones reported  and thanked the Graianrhyd Residents who had completed a successful ‘Litter Pick’ event. 

b. Biodiversity: 

We are working hard to put biodiversity into the heart of our plans, providing benefits for local people as well as 

wildlife; as part of our commitment, a ‘Bird and bat boxes’ workshop will be held on Wednesday 20
th
 April 10am-

1pm, in Dewi Sant. Resolve: Council agreed to hold and fund the (£350) workshop with refreshments to make 

replacement bird and bat boxes; these will then be installed in all three communities.  

The Officer from AONB confirmed the Dry Stone Walling Course, at Dewi Sant with Cadwyn Clwyd will be held 

Friday 13
th 

to Sunday 15
th
 May 10am-3pm. Resolve: Council will provide refreshments; £500 already precepted, plus 

£50 donation from the Conservation Society to purchase more stone when required. 

  

14. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee: 

The wording for the plaques to be installed was agreed. The memorable coin for Ysgol Bro Famau primary school 

children will be presented in June. 
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15.a. Dates of Meetings & Events Attended: None    b. Training: Clerk’s Performance Appraisal was completed 

 

16. Reports from Representatives & Councillors: 

a. Quarry Liaison Representative:  None 

b. Canolfan Dewi Sant – D Pollard: Reported  the new kitchen revamping work is due to start. Pleased to be holding 

events to celebrate the Queens Jubilee, in June.  

c. Defibrillator: D Pollard and Sue Hanahoe confirmed monthly check for defibrillators.   

d. Police: Dewi Owen (North Wales Police, Cyber Crime Officer) sends emails of advice and warnings for residents 

www.actionfraud.police.uk/reporting-fraud-and-cyber-crime, for more information call 0300 123 2040. 

e. Youth Club- is being regularly held and hoping attendance will increase. 

 

17. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Councillors agreed appropriate correspondence had been previously 

forwarded by the Clerk during the course of the month:    
a. Following the closure of the Chapel Reverend Eirlys Gruffydd emailed they are still waiting on the Presbyterian 

Church of Wales, Cardiff for a reply on the future of Bethel Rhiw Ial Graveyard and car park. It has been confirmed 

that the community may use the graveyard for burials/ ashes of people of all faiths and no-faith.   

b. Eryrys resident requested a Play Area in the village. M Holland confirmed the community council had been looking 

for a piece of land for years. Landowners had been approached but no success. Hen Ardd has lead and other waste; it 

is SSSI and a protected conservation area. There is land in the current development plan for up to 19 houses and they 

would have to include a play area; but not yet submitted. If anyone knows of any land then do contact the council.                                                                                      

18. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillors Attention:                                                     

1.Reported pot holes causing problems for motorist. 

19.  Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair.   The next general council meeting will be held 

in person on Wednesday 11
th
 May 2022, at 7pm (and via zoom) Meeting ended 

9.45pm.Signed………................................................ dated....... 

Martyn Holland   

1) Requested Horse Riders warning signs in Llandegla, to warn motorists about horse riders also need some along the 

B543. 2) The Conservation Officer  confirmed  it will be ok to place CCTV cameras on the village shop in Llanarmon 

which is in the Conservation area; providing the colour of the cameras blends in with the fabric of the building. 3) I 

again chased the dog fouling signs for Graianrhyd and Llandegla. 4) I have asked the Counties Planning enforcement 

team to revisit the site opposite the Llanarmon School. The site is a disgrace and is looking more like a tip within the 

AONB.5) It has been confirmed that the Ford signs for Ffordd Rhyd Y Ceirw will be installed soon. 6) I reported the 

increase in pot holes along the B5431 especially on the section of the road by Gelli Gynnan Hall; most of these have 

now been repaired.7) Dead Elm tree at the B5430 Ruthin Junction, A494; DCC Tree officer has visited the site at the 

moment poses no threat to the highway. There are plans by the Trunk Road Agency to improve the visibility at both of 

the Llanarmon Junctions on the A494, I asked the tree officer to liaise with the TRA. 8) I contacted the Flintshire 

County Councillor for Rhydtalog after yet another near miss at the traffic lights by the old Liver Inn. The incident 

involved a car travelling along the A5104 jumping the red light and nearly hitting one of our residents crossing the 

junction. I asked that the lights sequence is changed so that both red lights remain on longer before they change to 

green and the stop white lines at the lights are reinstated. They need to improve the advance warnings on the A5104 

and place one light on a pole.  Caroline Thomas the FCC Councillor agreed.9) I received a request for a play area in 

Eryrys. Finding a suitable plot of land has been difficult and unfortunately the County do not own any land in the area 

other than the SSSI at Hen Ardd. We have approached all the local land owners around the village but does anyone 

know of any other Common Land in the area? 

This is my last County Councillors Report for Llanarmon, I am not seeking re-election due to family commitments. I 

am also not standing again for the Community Council for the same reasons although I also feel that the New County 

Councillor should have a clean slate without the old County Councillor looking over their shoulder. 

It has been a great pleasure and honour to represent our ward and Communities at County Hall and to work with you 

all for the good of all our residents. It is impossible to please everyone but I hope that you will feel that I have been 

fair and approachable. I wish you all well for the future and I hope that we return to some form of sanity around the 

world soon. 
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