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Cyngor Cymuned  Llanarmon yn Iâl Community Council 

5
th

 January 2022 Canolfan Dewi Sant and via Zoom 7.30pm Community Council Meeting  

 

1. Ymddiheuriadau /Present: Paul Burkhill (Chair), Dave White (Vice), Martyn Holland, Susan Jones, Brian Jones, 

Rod Elms, Darren Pollard, May Kingsley-Williams, Joy Enston, Norma Wright (Clerk). Apologies:  None 

 

2. Meeting Open to the Public and Press: (Zoom code available from the Clerk to join the meetings) 

Clerk’s new email address to be used for council business is now llanarmonclerk@yahoo.com 

Dr Hugo Watts from White Oak Services attended, reporting on the progress of the overgrown laid-down gravestones 

that had been uncovered so far in St Garmon Llanarmon. When the weather permits, they will all be photographed and 

positions recorded. Council agreed for the last of the gravestones to be uncovered which are under the soil-heaps. 

 

3. Declaration of Interest & Gifts: none 
 

4. Reading & Confirmation of Minutes: The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 1
st
 December 2021.   

Prop. B Jones Sec: M Holland. Resolve: Confirmed and accepted as a true and correct record by the Council.   

5. Matters arising from those minutes not on the agenda: none 

 

6. Council Vacancy for Co option: There are only three remaining meetings before the next elections on 5
th
 May. 

Resolve: Councillors will not co-opt a new councillor for such a short period of time. Posters and flyers will be 

circulated to encourage new community councillors for the May elections. Council aware that the estimated cost of the 

next elections could be £3,500. This may well increase as a result of the Covid pandemic restrictions; due to a vast 

increase in postal voters, printing costs and postage and the hire fees of polling stations. 

 

7. Graianrhyd Community Field & Llanarmon Playing Field 

Clerk to price recycled / disabled picnic table and benches for the Graianrhyd Community Field. Resolve: Council 

require plans for the development of the field. To possibility include fruit trees/ bushes, adult exercise equipment and 

a circular path. This will enable disabled and push-chair/ toddlers to access the field fully. The field is already well 

used by dog walkers; the Council thanked the Clerk for continually filling the dog-poo bags at the field entrance and 

outside Llanarmon shop/field. This has notably reduced the problem both in Llanarmon and in Graianrhyd fields. 

Councillors will contact Conservation Members for any input they may have. 

Llanarmon Playing Field Fund Raising Committee banked £555.70 on 31.12.21rasied by their football tournament. 

 

8. Planning: In respect of planning consultations Members should view the applications prior to the meeting on 

Denbighshire  County Council’s website:https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-

regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx 

 

 

21/2021/1194  Section 73 application to continue the development at Burley Hill Quarry without complying 

with the time limits imposed by conditions 1, 26 and 30 of a Schedule 14 Environment Act 1995 Review of 

conditions (ref 21/2002/0009), and to revise the time limits to allow a continuation of extraction for a period of 

15 years from the date of determination of the application. Burley Hill Quarry Pant Du Road, Eryrys, Mold 

County Councillor Martyn Holland held a public meeting in December in the village hall in Llanferres. Residents 

should submit individual comments on-line as soon as possible. The application should go before a full planning 

committee meeting in February or March. 

LCC stated the quarry had been closed for over 16 years and had sold off their assets. It stands in an AONB, the 

woods (were divided into plots) and offices are now used as holiday accommodation; they would suffer greatly as 

they are considered too close if the quarry reopens. The Hendre Quarry has gained planning for a large expansion, 

enabling a good supply of better quality stone. Not Supported. 

15/2021/0742: Holmsdale, Llanarmon. Alterations and extension to existing dwelling, to raise the roof height, 

additional living accommodation, pitched roof side extension, balconies front and rear.  LCC stated this old 

bungalow, not over looked will have a balcony facing Llanarmon; its views will be blocked by trees on land owned 

by Denbighshire CC. County to consider tree preservation orders and comments from AONB planning officer 

concerning materials to be used and the style of the property within the AONB; especially when it is in such a 

prominent position. Supported at this stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. CCTV: Committee M Holland, R Elms, D Pollard, B Jones continue to meet with companies. Resolve: Committee 

will aim to give recommendations to full council, after their meeting with the last planned company.  

 

https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx
https://www.denbighshire.gov.uk/en/resident/planning-and-building-regulations/search-and-comment-on-applications.aspx
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10. Adroddiad Cynghorwr /County Cllr Martyn Holland: There are Covid Omicron variant reported cases in 

Ysgol Bro Famau and the local population as a whole.  

2) Confirmed that Maes Gwyn, Graianrhyd is back on the Highways resurfacing agenda, and will receive a new Micro 

Asphalt surface in March/ April 2022. DCC have agreed to increase the highways budget by £2/£3 million in financial 

year 2022/2023. 3) Reported further blocked gullies opposite Y Fron and Llys Castan Graianrhyd. 

 

11. Finance & Accounts:   

a. Reported that even after many promises the ‘Short Term Grazing & Mowing Agreement’ is not being signed 

annually by the farmer, however the fee is always paid. A solicitor will be contacted for this land at the rear of Tabor 

Chapel Llanarmon to be submitted to the Land Registry for registration.  

b. The Clerk informed Council of the balances held in all bank accounts; bank reconciliation for the period ending 

31st December, budgets and the monitoring of funds.  

c. D White signs all Bank statements confirming internet/ card payments and balances. Resolve:  As fewer cheques 

are to be sent, the total payment transactions allowance for on-line banking with HSBC will be increased to enable the 

Clerk to manage the accounts.  

d. HSBC is now charging for banking transactions which could be around £150 per year. The Clerk reported NatWest 

and Barclays had also implemented bank charges from January 2022, no more free banking was available. Due to the 

elections with new members joining and considering the time taken to change signatories on the bank accounts, 

Council agreed to stay with HSBC. 

e. External Audit due for completion at the end of September 2021, was still outstanding with the audit office. 

Informed they have a back-log of over 700 councils from this year, plus more from last year; and have only completed 

35 due to staff shortages. Clerk informed Darren Millar. 

f. Council voted to authorise payments. 

Cheques: 916 £724.00  Hopleys GMA Solicitors (Graianrhyd Field)  LGA 1972 s124 

917 £1,215.00 K Reilly (Hearse repairs)    LGA 1976s19 

918 £478.41  Clerk Jan     LGA 1972 s112(1) 

919 £41.90  Bigblu (internet)     LGA 2013 s55 Wales 

Debit Card       £3.23  Post Office postage (Solicitor)        LGA 1972 s111 

Internet Banking £18.60  HMRC (income tax)    LGA 1972 s112(1) 

   £30.00  White Oak Maintenance    LGA 1976s19 

   £11.40  HSBC bank charges     LGA 1972s111 

£463.84  Fireworks (transferred accounts)      LGA 1972 s145 

£7,480.00 DCC (precept paid in) 

12. General Maintenance & Risk Assessments: 

a. i. Clerk reported a meeting with a second company to gain quotes for the removal/ re-installing after repainting of 

the gates and railings, at the graveyard in Dewi Sant. 

ii. Clerk reported the telephone kiosk door was damaged in the storm and in need of repairing, hopefully not fully 

replacing as they are very expensive. BT contacted, but not willing to supply a door. White Oak will take a look, as 

Clerk has tried other companies. 

iii. Reported rust developing on the base of the skate-park equipment. The replacement of 4 faulty parts of the railings, 

plus the replacement of 8 incorrect bolts to the two goal posts. Clerk will gain quotation for repairs.  

iv. The Hearse House maintenance work has been completed to a very high standard by K Reilly. Council will 

consider a rent if The Raven Pub Committee wish to apply for its use for storage.   

v. Although not Precepted, M Holland requested the resurfacing of the footpaths in St Garmon is reconsidered by the 

Council and quotations re-applied for. 

 

b.  Additional Tree Purchasing: Council thanked Dave Clough for his time and advice on sourcing and costing of 

seven native trees to be purchased and planted in St Garmon. These however, turned out to be very expensive.  

Hugo Watts suggested contacting DCC Officers based at Loggerheads to source trees, such as the rare Black Poplar, 

and the Welsh Rowan etc. Some of these could be planted by local primary school children to celebrate The Queen’s 

Platinum Jubilee.  Resolve: Council voted in favour of initially both ideas from H Watts of sourcing rare trees and for 

the local primary school children to become involved. Cllrs agreed to mark the occasion of The Queen’s Platinum 

Jubilee with a formal planting of trees and plaque in St Garmon’s and Graianrhyd depending on costs. 

 

c. Defibrillator: D Pollard had emailed his monthly check for the Eryrys defibrillator. Clerk called into the Llanarmon 

Community Shop to check there were no problems reported with their defibrillator. Clerk had checked the Graianrhyd 

machine. Action: M Holland had delivered the defibrillator machine to be kept in the Old School room, (this had been 

returned to the Clerk during Covid whilst the hall was closed). No volunteer’s name has yet been sent to the Clerk,  

to carry out the monthly checks and email the details to the Clerk. This is both an insurance and NHS Welsh 

Ambulance requirement to be recorded; they will not accept a machine as functional if not checked. 
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13. Dates Meetings/ Training or Events: Clerk sends the list of training available. 

 

14. Reports from Representatives & Councillors: 

a. Quarry Liaison Representatives:  

i. A meeting with the Graig Quarry Manager will be arranged via zoom. 

ii. Tarmac had submitted a planning application to extend the life of the Burley Hill Quarry by 15years.  

iii. Maes Y Droell Quarry buildings are falling down and in danger of collapsing into the road, with someone being 

injured, and there is a ‘sold’ board on the building. DCC will be asked to inform LCC what the owner’s plans are and 

to make the property safe asap. 

b. Canolfan Dewi Sant – D Pollard: Reported new signs on the building and grounds will be installed with possible 

outdoor lighting being added.  

c. Bonfire Night – R Elms: R Elms confirmed that the bonfire remains will be removed. 

 

15. Gohebiaethau / Correspondence: Councillors agreed appropriate correspondence had been previously 

forwarded by the Clerk during the course of the month:    
1. Denbighshire CC has circulated the update on the arrangement for Gypsy traveller’s sites and concluded that no 

new transit sites are needed. 

2. WAG requirements for qualifications for a Clerk to a community council as one of the three conditions for a council 

to resolve itself; to become an eligible community council for the purpose of exercising the ‘General Power of 

Competence come into effect on 5th May 2022’. Without the GPC, Councils can only undertake activities that the law 

specifically empowers them to do. With the GPC, Councils can undertake any activity that the law does not 

specifically prevent them from undertaking. The changes present challenges to Councils and existing Clerks. There are 

discussions in the Senedd which could have a vote to annul the qualification requirements. WAG should consider how 

difficult it was for small councils to recruit clerks. 

3. WAG plans to introduce legislation reducing all 30mph zones in Wales to 20mph to improve road safety. Trials are 

underway in urban cities in South Wales, but due throughout the country. Plans to introduce powers to enable charges 

for using trunk roads to reduce noxious emissions. WAG is being lobbied to drop these plans as they would lead to 

increased emissions and congestion on smaller roads, when people take alternative routes to avoid the charges. 

4. Survey of communities across North Wales to find out the extent of sewage problems in watercourses. The matter 

has arisen as a result of sewage flowing through the centre of Capel Curig, Snowdonia, occurring on a regular basis, 

due to the lack of capacity in the sewerage system during heavy rainfall, an ever-increasing occurrence. Informed by 

Steve Wilson, operational director of Dwr Cymru's waste water services, that there were 3,000 locations that face 

sewage overflow and Capel Curig was not even in the top 500. Dwr Cymru should be prioritising environmental and 

human health considerations. Respond to llyr.gruffydd@senedd.wales Shadow Minister for FinanceALocal Gov. 

 16. Unrhyw fater arall / other Matters Brought to Councillors Attention:                                                         

1.Again Councillors complained of many culverts and gullies blocked in Graianrhyd area causing flooding, along with 

very bad potholes. It was felt that DCC do not prioritise enough the conditions of our rural roads, and the reporting on-

line procedure for DCC is completely ignored. 

2. Councillor felt he was sure there was no grit left when the gritting-lorries reach Eryrys. For example Pant Du Road 

was so icy and dangerous locals were skidding and couldn’t get home. This was after a gritting lorry was reported to 

have been around on Tuesday 4
th
 January. M Holland to contact DCC. 

3. Still no finger-post sign installed at the junction in Eryrys by DCC. Numerous complaints that now all the local 

litter bins in Eryrys, are being continually filled by a local dumping carrier bags full of their household waste. This 

needs to be reported and stopped. M Holland will make enquires to DCC. 

17.  Meetings: All minutes are ‘draft’ until signed off by the Chair.   The next general council meeting will be held 

on Wednesday 2
nd

 February 2022, at 7.30pm held only via zoom due to Covid restrictions. 

Meeting ended   9.40pm.                        

Signed………................................................ dated............... 

mailto:llyr.gruffydd@senedd.wales

